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Phone Call Template: Protect Impact Aid and Our Children

Introduction
“Hello, my name is [Your Name], and I live in [City, State]. I’m calling on behalf of [School District], which serves federally connected students, including [military children, Native American students, Alaska Native students, and/or those living on or near federal lands].”
The Issue
“I’m very concerned because the U.S. Department of Education has reportedly terminated the majority of the staff – including the many program analysts – who run the Impact Aid program. This leaves no one to process applications, answer district questions, or ensure payments. 
Impact Aid is not optional – the federal government has a statutory obligation to support school districts affected by the presence of nontaxable federal property.”
Why It Matters
“Impact Aid is not extra funding, it’s essential. In our district, it helps pay teachers, counselors, and special education services. Without it, children will face larger class sizes, fewer supports, and in some cases, districts may not be able to meet payroll or keep schools open.”
Bipartisan Importance
“This program has always been bipartisan. Just recently, the Senate unanimously passed and the House introduced resolutions recognizing Impact Aid’s 75th anniversary as the nation’s oldest federal K–12 education program.”
The Ask
“I’m asking the [Representative/Senator] to take immediate action:
1. Demand that the Department of Education reinstate the Impact Aid staff.
2. Communicate directly with the Administration that Congress opposes these firings.
3. Work across party lines to protect the children and families in our community.
Closing
“Thank you for your time. Please let [Representative/Senator Last Name] know that [School District/County/City] is counting on [him/her] to protect the Impact Aid Program AND protect the children in our district. Their education and stability are at risk.”

Personalize your discussion by adding:
· Your district’s Impact Aid dollar amount received last year – find it at Impact Aid Payments - National Association of Federally Impacted Schools 
· The number of federally connected children served
· A quick example of what’s funded (e.g., “Impact Aid funds all three of our school counselors”)
· The risk if payments are delayed (e.g., “We may not meet payroll this spring without timely Impact Aid payments”)
· A student or family story to make it real for the Member
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