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The Teacher 
“Concerning a teacher’s influence, I have come to the 

frightening conclusion that I am the decisive element in 
the classroom. It’s my personal approach that creates the 
climate. It’s my daily mood that makes the weather. As a 
teacher, I possess a tremendous power to make a child’s 
life miserable or joyous. I can be a tool of torture or an 

instrument of inspiration. I can humiliate or humor, hurt 
or heal. In all situations, it is my response that decides 
whether a crisis will be escalated or deescalated, and a 

child humanized or dehumanized.” 
--Haim Ginott 
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Remote Control Cartesian Diver 
By Dr. Bill Deese, Louisiana Tech University 

 

You can amaze your students by operating your Cartesian Diver by 
"remote control." Start with the standard Cartesian Diver set-up. 
Drill a hole in the bottle top just large enough to accommodate a 
piece of aquarium tubing. Use another bottle (any size, but smaller is 
usually more convenient). Drill a hole in its cap also large enough to 
accommodate the aquarium tubing. Fill the second bottle with 
water and insert a piece of aquarium tubing 3 or more feet long 
inside each bottle. 

 
By squeezing the small bottle, you will increase the pressure in it. The increased pressure in 
the small bottle will result in an identical increase in pressure in the large bottle, thus sending 
the Cartesian Diver to the bottom of the large bottle by a "remote control" device. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Four Principles of Deliberate Optimism 

   1. Gather accurate information. 

                    2. Control what you can. 

       3. Do positive things. 

                                4. Own it. 
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